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Seventy Eight Lasers and Radials turn out for light air GL Champs!
Sixty Six Full Rigs and twelve Radials showed up at Gull Lake Yacht Club, Richland, MI, USA for the 2006 Great Lakes Champs, unfortunately the breeze did not show up with such force. Luckily the temps were cool in the lower 70s and the sun was out for two beautiful days to be on the water regardless of the wind.
Only one race in a shifty Northeasterly 5 knots was completed on Saturday after several hours of waiting on the water for any breeze whatsoever. After a couple of shifts and pressure changes off the starting line, Connor Higgins from Canada lead local Chad Coberly by several boat lengths at the 1st weather mark, but Rick Rothenbuhler from Grosse Pointe, MI dug hard right on the second beat and went from 3rd to first followed by Higgins and Coberly at the finish line.  The first Radial fleet race was won by Mitchell Kiss of Macatawa, MI

Saturday evening brought libations and some good food at the legendary Gull Lake Bayview Gardens- only a few hardy sailors stuck around for the hiking bench contest- but those that did showed good form (especially after a few too many libations!)

The fleet awoke Sunday morning to a decent looking 8-10 knots out of the Southeast that dwindled to 5-8 knots out of the East by race time. In the second race of the series the Chilean contingent of Matias & JP Del Solar Goldsmith (in the area doing some clinics and coaching) cranked things up a bit off the left of the course to take an early lead.  Sean Fidler of Pontiac managed to suck up to Matias on the second lap, but could not get by him with Matias taking the win followed by Fidler and JP.  In the Radials, Isaac Bussin held off Mitchell Kiss for the win.

The third race air lightened even more and became a bit erratic.  Matias and contingent lead off the line only to see a group off to the left ride a nice shift into the mark.  John Vantol of Bayview YC and David Wright from Canada battled with Michael Kalin to finish 1-3 in a dying breeze.  Phillip Norris took a turn at the lead of the Radials in race 3.

Unfortunately, the wind decided to die for the day again, so the fleets were sent in.  

As in any shifty series, consistency was key, as there was a tie for 1st overall with John Vantol winning over David Wright and a three way tie for 3rd between Del Solar Goldsmith, Higgins and Kalin and only  11 points between the top 8 in the Full Rigs. Likewise in the Radials, Isaac Bussin prevailed overall with a 2,1,2 to win by one point over Mitchell Kiss.

Despite the light air, the great turn out had a good time and enjoyed the nice facilities of the host Gull Lake Yacht Club.

Full Results at GLYC.org.
